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The CdmmifliOiicr, by rc?ifon of frequent FvCturns 
of the Gout, docs not flccp up-fiaiis, but in a very 
fmall Room behind the Houfc, joining to the 
Houfej and communicating by a Door with one 
of the back Parlours. This Building is fo !ov/ 
(being only a Ground-floor, without any Pvooni 
over it), and is fo skrecn'd by higiicr Buildings, 
that hardly any Wind can aifed iti cfpecially the 
Wind which blew that Night $ as the Body of the 
Commifuoncrs Houfc. was betwixt that and the 
Stroke of the Wind. 

The Dock is about two Miles Weft from "^Piy mouthy 
and about 220 almoft Weft from Londan. 



A Letter from Mr. Ph. Warburtoii to the 
Prefident, ferving to inclofe an ExtraSi of 
a Letter from the Rev. Mr. John Seddoiij 
of Warrington in LancafliirCj to Mr. Jo. 
Philpot, i7t Chefter, concerning an Earth-^ 
cpakcj April 2. 1750. 

^ear StTy Crange m ChcJI/rfCy 'Jmc lo. 1 750. 

J2^^//Jane 14/ | ^HE inclofcd Extradis thconly writ- 
'7$o- A ^^^ Account of tlie late Itarrhquakc 
which I can obtain from any of the Naturalillsin thiti 
Country: And as I have convcrfed with ievcral in- 
telligent Perfcns who perceived it, the inclofcd Ex- 
trad corrcfponds very exaftly with their Sentiments 

mA Obfctvations upon it^ I have now in my Cuf- 

tody 
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tody the original Letter from Mr. Seddon to Mr. 
Thtlfjot s and Ihall not part with it without your 
Diredion. 

I am, Sir, with the greatcft Refpedl-^ 

Tour moji humble Servant y 

Ph. Warburtoiio 

Extradi of a Letter from the Rev. Mr. J, Seddon, 
^'Warrington z;^ Lancafliire, /^ Mr. John Philpot 
in Chcftcr, dated Warrington, May 10. i/fo. 

THE late Karthquake happcn'd the 2d of ^pril^ 
at 10 at Night, as nearly as can be detcrniin'd> 
if any thing, rather after than before. I was at Li- 
verpoole at that time, where the Shock was not fo 
fenfible as at fome other Places ; and yet a Perfon 
in Company with us that had lived in Jamaica a 
great Number of Years, and well acquainted with 
Motions of tliis kind, having felt eleven in one 
Nighty declared it to be the fmartcft he ever felt. 
The Duration of the Motion was every -where ex- 
tremely fhorr, not exceeding, as nearly as I can gucfs, 
a or 3 Seconds of Time. 

As to the Nature of the Mot ion, as far as I can judge 
of it myfelf, and from the Obfervations of others, it 
f^cms to have been of the horizontal kind, proceed- 
ing in an undulating manner from North- Weft to 
South-Ea(i 1 was in a fitting Pofturc, and the Mo- 
tion I felt was like that of a Veflcl falling from the 
Top of a Wave, and rifing again upon the next. 
Mr. BretkeH oi Liverjpool^ and others that 1 have 
tconvers'd with upon the Subje^ ceprcfent it in the 

ianw Way, 

It 
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It is, 1 think, univerfally agreed, that an uncom- 
mon Noife attended the Shock, a Notfe that much 
refcmblcd diftant Thunder, or a hollow rumbling 
Wind : Some Perfons alfo fay, thar they perceived a 
fultry fulphureous Smell, much about the Time of the 
Shock ; tho' that Day and Evening were remarkably 
cold 5 and whether this was real, or only imaginary, 
I cannot determine. 

The Siiock was felt as far North as Lancafier, 
and as far to the South as Wrexam^ and the adja- 
cent Parts 5 in all, about 70 Miles N and S. It was 
felt as far as Stockport and Altringham to the Eaft, 
and quite into F/mtfbireon the Wert 5 that is, about 
30 or 40 Miles Eaft and Weft. 

The Shock was not fo grcit, or of fo long Con- 
tinuance, as to do any material Damage. I think I 
heard of a large C^/>^^ Jar falling from a Chimney- 
piece in a Gentleman's Houle, of a Piece of Marble 
reared againft a Wail falling and breaking, and two 
or three trifling Inftances of that kind. There is 
only one thing further that I would mention upon, 
the Occafion : As foon as I felt the Sliock, 1 was 
immediately apprehenfive what it was, and went out 
to fee whether there was any thing remarkable in 
the Atmofphere. I then obferv'd a very uncom- 
mon Appearance, vi^. an infinite Number of Rays, 
proceeding from all Parts of the Heavens, converged 
to one Point 5 no luminous Body appeared at alL 
The Rays were at firft of a bright Yellow 5 after- 
wards they became blood-red. This Thammenon 
was not far from our ^^3^/?^. It continued about 
20 Minutes, and then difappeared. 

Uuuu The 
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The cnfuing Night was very flormy s a large Quan- 
tity of Hail fell about Two in the Adorning 5 and the 
Barometer was extremely low. 

Thofe are the principal CircuniClanccs that I am- 
acquainted with, relating to the Jatc Earthquake. I 
depend upon your Candour and Goodnefs to excufe 
the loofc manner in which they arc thrown to- 
gether, 

XLIV. 

Mr. Henrj Baker F. R. S. to the Prelideiit^ 
cmtaimng an ExtraB of a Letter from 
Mr. W. Arderon F. R. S. co7tcernmg an 
Explofioii in the Air, heard at Norwich^ 
June 7. 1750. 

o r T% 
O J. JX^ 

Read June '5*"|L yTR^ ^f^/^f^^^ writes me Word from 
1750- J[y J[ Norwich^ that, on Thurfday laft, 
the 7th inftant, as he and a Friend were walking to 
take the Air, a little to the Wcftward of that City, 
they heard, about 7 o' Clock in the Evening, a kind 
of hollow Noifc, as loud as that of a large Cannon, 
Which Noife was once repeated nigh the fame Place 
as an Echo, and then continued dying as it were 
away for about half a Minute. 

They faw no Lightning, nor any Clouds, except 
a few thin whitifh ones in the Wcftcrn Horizon. 

It was heard, he fays, by great Numbers of Pco* 
plc in the City of Norwich, notwithftanding the 

continual 



